CHAPTER V
EDUCATION: PROBLEMS OF DEVELOPMENT
(I)
THE last chapter gave a brief survey of some of the
chief factors in the present situation. The develop-
ment aim is clear. Government revenues are ob-
tained by the taxation of the people generally and should
be used for the general benefit. As far as education is
concerned that means that some degree of efficient educa-
tion must be aimed at for every child, and that planning
should be directed to overcoming those obstacles which
prevent its immediate achievement. These obstacles, as
we have seen, are the grave shortage of qualified teach-
ers; the fact that at present many too few children con-
tinue long enough with their education to enable them
to qualify for teacher-training, so that the teaching pro*
fession is starved of suitable recruits; the aggravation of the
resulting shortage of teachers owing to the relative un-
popularity of teaching compared with other work demand-
ing equal academic qualifications; and, finally, the fact
that government funds available for educational develop-
ment everywhere fall far short of the need. Here the
Colonial Development and Welfare Acts can help but, in
view of the vast development which is desired, only to a
limited degree.
The responsibility for using the available funds to the
best advantage lies with the colonial governments, and
plans for educational development have reached an
advanced stage in every territory. Everywhere the stress is
laid on providing more facilities for teacher-training.